
 

Clinton Central School Newsletter 
September 8, 2016 

Produced by the Clinton Central School PTA 
 

Submissions to the Clinton Central School Newsletter are due to Jackie Walters, by 3 PM on Mondays prior.   
Email to: jackiewalters73@gmail.com 

 

Clinton Central School Calendar 
 

September 

Thursday 8 PTA 1st day of School Parent Coffee,  Brick Garden, 7:45 – 9:30 am 
Financial Aid Night for Parents of Seniors, Media Center, 5:45 – 6:45 pm 
High School Open House, 7 pm 

Saturday 10 ACT 

Monday 12 Sports Boosters Meeting, Secondary Media Center, 7 pm 

Tuesday 13 Kindergarten Curriculum Night, Elementary School, 6:30 – 7:30 pm 

Wednesday  14 Beginner Music Parent Meeting, Theatre, 6:30 pm 

Thursday  15 Middle School Open House, Theatre, 7 pm 

Friday 16 Registration Deadline for October 22th ACT 
High School Pep Rally, Bonfire at Dusk 

Saturday 17 Kirkland Sports Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony, Skenandoa Club, Social Hour  
6 pm, Ceremony, 7 pm 
Homecoming Dance, 7 – 10 pm 

Sunday 18 New CCS Family/Staff Welcome Reception, Kirkland Town Library, 7 pm 

Monday 19 Middle School Picture Day 

Tuesday 20 Middle School Picture Day  

Wednesday 21 Elementary School Picture Day 
CCSD Foundation Meeting, Board Room, 6:30 pm 

Thursday 22 Elementary School Picture Day 
High School Underclassmen Photos 
Elementary School Open House, Grades K-2: 6 – 7 pm; Grades 3-5: 7 – 8 pm 

Friday 23 Elementary School Picture Day 
High School Underclassmen Photos 
Middle School Welcome Back Dance, 7 - 9 pm 

Monday 26 Middle School Musical Auditions 

Tuesday 27 Middle School Musical Auditions  
Board of Education Meeting, Secondary Media Center, 7 pm 

Wednesday 28 Middle School Musical Auditions  
General PTA Meeting, Secondary Media Center, 7 pm 

Friday 30 Half Day for Students, Half Day Staff Development 

  

mailto:jackiewalters73@gmail.com


From the Elementary Principal  
 

August 24, 2016 
 

Dear Clinton Elementary Families, 
 

Summer has gone by in the blink of an eye and the start of school is right around the corner.  Our first day of school for 
students is Thursday, September 8th and I cannot WAIT!!  I have missed all the children.  They bring great joy and energy 
to the building and it isn’t the same around here without them.   
 

I apologize for the length of this letter, but I feel it is important to keep you informed.  Throughout the year, you can 
continue to find information about Clinton Elementary through the PTA newsletter posted on the district site or emailed 
directly to you.  I encourage you to sign up to be a part of the PTA to receive up-to-date information.  You are welcome to 
volunteer your time, but it is not a requirement.   
 

There have been some changes in our faculty and staff. Stacy Grucza, 5th grade teacher, is taking a year long leave of 
absence.  Jen LaBella, Reading Specialist, accepted a position in her home district, and Wendy Karuzas, Office Secretary, 
retired in June.  We wish them all the best.   
 

The newest members of our Clinton Elementary family include the following: 

 Ashley Heroux is our year long-term substitute teacher in Kindergarten. 

 Alexandra Roy is our new Third grade teacher. 

 Kayla Mercer joins us as a Fourth grade teacher. 

 Erin Metzler and Erin Higgins are Fifth grade teachers. 

 Heather Cirelli is the Fifth grade substitute teacher for Emily Heintz who is out on maternity leave until 
February.   

 Mary Heintz is substituting as our Office Secretary.   
Welcome to all!  I am confident we are going to have an outstanding year with these teachers and staff.   
 

Several members of our faculty are taking on new roles: 

 Mrs. Stilz is teaching First grade. 

 Mrs. Hullar has joined the Second grade team. 

 Mrs. Houser is our Reading Specialist.  

 Mrs. Murray is our Math Specialist.   
 
Our district’s mission is to provide each student with instructional support to foster academic, social, and emotional growth 
for all students. At Clinton Elementary, we work to meet the needs of all our students.  We are proud to report that Clinton 
has earned the highest percentage of students proficient on the NYS ELA and Math among all of the schools in our 
BOCES region.  In ELA grades 3-8, 53% of our students are proficient. Math grades 3-8, 61% of our students are 
proficient.  Even though these scores are impressive, we still have work to do.  Therefore, we are in the beginning stages of 
implementing Guided Reading and What I Need Now, or WINN in each classroom.   
 
Guided Reading is an instructional approach to teaching reading that involves a teacher working with a small group of 
students who demonstrate similar reading behaviors and can read similar levels of texts.  The goal is to help students 
develop strategies to apply independently. Work focuses on processes integral to reading proficiently, such as cross-checking 
print and meaning information, rather than on learning a particular book’s word meanings. During guided reading, teachers 
monitor student reading processes and check that texts are within students’ grasps, allowing students to assemble their 
newly acquired skills into a smooth, integrated reading system. 
 
WINN, What I Need Now, is a daily block of time to address the needs of all the students from intervention to 
enrichment.  Students are placed in small homogeneous groups to work on targeted skills.  The block of time is an all hands 
on deck approach.  The instructional team is comprised of the classroom teachers, Math and Reading Specialists, Special 
Education teachers, and teaching assistants.   
 



Teachers work in collaborative teams to build shared knowledge about essential learning and pacing.  They designate a time 
to deliver first best instruction each day.  They administer common formative assessments and they ask the following 
essential questions to guide their actions: 
 

 What do we expect each student to learn? 

 How will we know if they have learned it? 
 How will we respond if they do not learn it? 

 How will we respond if they have learned it? 
 

The first few days of school can be a very exciting time or it can be trying for some.  If your child is anxious about coming 
to school, please let me or his/her classroom teacher know.  We are more than happy to help with the transition. If your 
child feels it is necessary for you to walk them to their classroom, parents are welcome to do so for the first week of school.  
Please discontinue this practice by September 16th or contact my office to set up a time for us to meet.   
 
In the past, grade levels would have to have lunch and recess at the same time.  The combination of the two grade levels put 
a strain on the children and the lunch and recess monitors.  The safest and most practical practice is to schedule a lunch and 
recess time for each grade level within the cafeteria time frame.  Some grade levels will have recess before lunch.  If your 
child goes out for recess prior to lunch, we will have them clean their hands before they eat.  The following is our 
lunch/recess schedule: 
 

Grade Level  Lunch  Recess 

Kindergarten 10:45-11:15 11:15-11:45 

First Grade 11:15-11:45 10:45-11:15 

Second Grade 11:45-12:15 12:15-12:45 

Third Grade 12:15-12:45 11:45-12:15 

Fourth Grade 12:45-1:15 1:15-1:45 

Fifth Grade 1:15-1:45 12:45-1:15 

 

Click here for the bus route listing.  Students riding buses are asked to be ready for boarding by 8:00am.  You may see that 
you will adjust this time as we solidify our routine.  Bus riders are dismissed from class at 3:00 and walkers are dismissed 
after the buses depart our circle.  The first few days are usually slightly delayed as students learn the procedures.  Cars are 
not permitted in the front of the school in the morning while buses are present and from 2:00pm until buses leave the 
school grounds.   
 

If you are a parent of an incoming 4th or 5th grader, enclosed you will find a copy of their NYS ELA and Math results.  If 
you are a parent of an incoming Kindergarten student, you will find a bus tag that needs to be filled out.  Please have your 
child wear the tag to school so it is visible to the bus driver and teachers.   
 

Open House is Thursday, September 22 with - Kindergarten, First and Second from 6-7pm and Third, Fourth and Fifth 
from 7-8pm.  This is a great opportunity to meet your child’s teacher and to see the classroom.  It is also a time for you to 
schedule your Parent/Teacher Conference.   
 

Whether you are a new Clinton family or a returning family, the year ahead will be a rewarding experience for your child. A 
commitment toward working with, understanding, and nurturing each and every child are some of the many reasons why 
Clinton Elementary is such a wonderful place for children to learn and grow.  
 

Communication is the key to success. Please know that you are always invited to schedule a time to meet with your child’s 
teacher or me to address any questions or concerns. We also like hearing accolades!   
 

I look forward to an awesome year with you and your child. 
 

All the best, 
Ellen Leuthauser, Elementary School Principal 

http://ccs.edu/cms/lib8/NY01913591/Centricity/Domain/4/es%20bus%20routes.pdf


From the PTA 

 
The Clinton Central School Parent Teacher Association (PTA) provides a very important and active link between 
school and home and promotes the welfare of students in our school system.  Our local PTA is a unit of the National 
PTA, founded over 100 years ago, and is committed to the National goals!  Educational research points to parent 
involvement in their child’s education as critical to their child’s success in school and later in life.  We encourage you to 
become involved with our Clinton Central School PTA and to take advantage of the opportunities and programs we 
offer our children.   
 
By attending meetings, volunteering and sharing your ideas with us, the Clinton Central School PTA can keep growing, 
changing and expanding to meet the need of the local school community.  Click here for the 2016-2017 membership 
form.   
 
Please contact the PTA at ccsnypta@gmail.com if you’re interested in volunteering or have any questions.  Thank you 
in advance for your support! 
 
President: Marie Constantino  Secretary: Melinda Leising Communications: Jackie Walters 
Vice President: Erin Nackley Treasurer: Eric Stilz Membership: Laura Wileczka 

For more information on the Clinton Central School PTA, click here to visit us on the CCS website.   Remember to 
“LIKE” the Clinton Central School Facebook page for notifications regarding upcoming events.   
 

Upcoming PTA Events 
 

PTA 1st Day of School Parent Coffee – Thursday, September 8 from 7:45 – 9:30 am at the Brick Garden 

Welcome Back Parents!  Drop off your kids and join us for coffee, juice, water & breakfast treats at the Brick Garden.  
The Brick Garden is located in the grass area in front of the schools between the school driveway and Chenango 
Avenue.  Coffee generously donated by Utica Coffee.  Sponsored by the Clinton PTA.   
 

New CCS Family/Staff Welcome Reception – Sunday, September 18 at 7 pm 
If you are new to the Clinton School community as either a parent or faculty member, we hope you will come to a 
casual adult only reception celebrating your first year in the district at the Kirkland Town Library (55 ½ College 
Street)!  It’s a great chance to meet and mingle with other new parents and faculty.  Please RSVP to jagale5@aol.com 
or by text to 315-534-9649. 

 
General PTA Meeting – Wednesday, September 28 at 7 pm 
Please join us for the 1st Clinton PTA General Meeting of the school year on Wednesday, September 28 at 7 pm in the 
Secondary Media Center.  Hope to see you there! 
 

Thank You 
 
First Day Faculty Lunch 
The First Day Faculty Lunch was held on Tuesday, September 6th.   The faculty and staff enjoyed a variety of wraps 
from 8 Fresh.  A special thank you to co-chairs, Barbara Owens & Marie Constantino and their committee for 
making it an enjoyable lunch.   
 
School Supply Kits 
School supply kits arrived and were delivered to classrooms in the 
elementary school and the middle school office!  Thank you to Beth 
Davis and her committee for unloading, unpacking, sorting and 
delivering all the kits!   

 

http://ccs.edu/cms/lib8/NY01913591/Centricity/Domain/324/2016-2017%20PTA%20Membership%20form%20rev%203b.pdf
mailto:ccsnypta@gmail.com
http://www.ccs.edu/domain/324
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Clinton-Central-School/210099032387489
http://www.wakethehellup.com/
mailto:jagale5@aol.com


Raising Funds for Clinton Schools 
  

Box Tops Collection – Ongoing  
Box Tops can be found on all General Mills Cereals, Pillsbury, Yoplait, Hamburger Helper, Betty 
Crocker, Old El Paso, Nature Valley, Fruit Roll-Ups, Bisquick, Hefty, Ziploc, Avery Office Supplies, and 
many other household staples. Each Box Top you send in means 10 cents going back to our school. It 
would be highly appreciated if you could take the time to check expiration dates and make sure the box 
tops are neatly trimmed. Box Tops can be submitted in plastic bags, envelopes or on Box Top collection 

sheets. To download a collection sheet, visit our Box Top web page at http://ccs.edu/Page/2049. Please label your 
submissions with your child's name and grade level. You can sign up at www.boxtops4education.com to keep track of 
our earnings, shop the Marketplace for eBoxtops, and get coupons for your grocery shopping. Last year our school 
earned over $1,100 from this easy and FREE fundraiser and we would like to earn even more money for our school 
this year. Please ask friends, coworkers, and family to collect Box Tops as well!   Any questions, please contact the Box 
Tops committee chair, Laura Wileczka at laurawileczka@gmail.com.   
 

Labels for Education - Clean out those cupboards!   

HELP GET FREE MERCHANDISE!  Campbell's Labels for Education® Program Awards Free 
Arts, Athletics and Academics Merchandise. 
 

The Labels for Education program is in the process of winding down. As of August 1, 2016, only 
UPCs with the Labels for Education logo will be accepted and redeemed for points. They have already begun the 
process of removing the logo from products and expect there will be a limited number of products that contain these 
labels in stores after this year. Once all Labels for Education logos have been removed from the products, UPCs will 
no longer be accepted. 
 
It's easy to pitch in. Simply save product UPCs from any of the following eligible Campbell products and send them to 
the Clinton Elementary School.   
 

Visit labelsforeducation.com for a complete list of eligible products.  Any questions, please contact the Labels for 
Education committee chair, Laura Wileczka at laurawileczka@gmail.com.   
 

Price Chopper – Tools for Schools – Enroll your AdvantEdge Card 
Visit www.pricechopper.com/savings/sign-up to enroll your AdvantEdge Card and earn money 
for Clinton Central Schools! 
 

Hannaford Helps Schools – Now through December 3, 2016 
 
How do you raise money for your school by shopping at Hannaford?   
It’s as easy as 1 2 3 and A B C! 
 

1. Shop 
Choose from more than 
1200 participating 

products to help earn money for your 
school!  

2. Checkout 
Get 3 school dollars for 
every 4 participating 

products you purchase. 

3. Submit 
Deposit your school dollars (will 
automatically print out along with 

your store receipt) in the collection tower in-
store. 

 
4 Products = 3 School Dollars.  Visit Hannaford.com/helpsschools to learn more. 

  

http://ccs.edu/Page/2049
http://www.boxtops4education.com/
mailto:laurawileczka@gmail.com
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/
mailto:laurawileczka@gmail.com
http://www.pricechopper.com/savings/sign-up
http://www.hannaford.com/content.jsp?pageName=HHS&leftNavArea=AboutLeftNav


Clinton Central Schools  
 

Elementary Volunteers Welcome 

If you are interested in volunteering to help with lunch/recess in the Elementary School, please check in at the office at 
10:30 AM.  You will be directed to the cafeteria for a brief orientation with Mrs. Leuthauser. 
 

From the School Nurse – NEW SCHOOL REQUIREMENT  for FALL 2016! 
One dose of meningococcal conjugate vaccine (Menactra or Menevo) is required for students entering grade 7 and 
another at grade 12.  For students in grade 12, if the first dose of meningococcal vaccine was received at 16 years or 

older, the second dose is not required. For the complete list of required school vaccines: 
https://www.health.ny.gov/publications/2370.pdf 

 
OCHD IS HOLDING SPECIAL Tdap/Meningitis evening clinics in September. 

Wednesday, September 21st 4:00-6:00 pm 406 Elizabeth St., Utica 
Tuesday, September 27th 4:00-6:00 pm 300 W Dominick St., Rome 

To schedule an appointment call the Health Department at 798-5748 
 

FREE Breakfast for Middle School and High School Kids in September  
 

 

https://www.health.ny.gov/publications/2370.pdf


2016 Clinton Boys Soccer Mum Sale – Orders Due September 11 

Support the Clinton Boys Soccer Team during their annual fall Mum Sale!  Mums are $6.00 each or 3 Mums for 
$16.00.  Available colors are yellow, bronze, maroon, white and purple.  Call Judy Kowalczyk at 315-725-4891 to place 
an order.  Orders due September 14th and pick up will be at the Clinton Pool on Saturday, September 17th from 9 – 11 
am.   
 

Ryan Quinn performs at CCS Theatre on Friday, September 16 at 6:30 pm 

Support the boys and girls ice hockey teams!  2016 Voice contestant and 2008 CCS graduate Ryan Quinn will perform 
on September 16th at 6:30 pm in the theatre.  For tickets contact Pat Hughes at phughes@ccs.edu or call 723-7678. 
  

Community 
  

Signature 81 supporting the Clinton Central School PTA  
Thank you Signature 81 for your support of the Clinton PTA!  Sign up for a class at Signature 81 and a portion of the 
proceeds will go to the CCS PTA! Click here to view the September 2016 class schedule. 
 

2016 Hamilton College Jazz Kick Off Concert – Wednesday, September 14 at 7:30 pm 

 

 
 
  

https://www.facebook.com/events/523514304498497/
mailto:phughes@ccs.edu
http://www.signature81.com/
https://www.facebook.com/CCSNYPTA/photos/a.418839114846812.103449.210099032387489/1187641861299863/?type=3&theater


Pancake Breakfast to STOP HUNGER on Saturday, September 17 from 7:30 am – 12:30 pm at LutheranCare  
 

 
  



Friends of ABC Extravaganza on Saturday, October 1 from 7 – 11 pm  
 

Do you have your tickets yet for the October 1st ABC Extravaganza? 
 

Join us for a memorable evening with  
music by Dr. Steve Grimm and Norin Lavender and special tribute to 

 

Richard Hunt 
 

Tickets available at: The Clinton Florist, Ali-Linz Home & Accessories or online at:  
www.abetterchanceclintonmv.org/extravaganza 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

http://theclintonflorist.com/
https://www.facebook.com/Alilinzhome
http://www.abetterchanceclintonmv.org/extravaganza

